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"premature" guarantee, but, for those who understand, it is the whole
conception of a guarantee of the new Czechoslovakia by the Western
Powers which it rejects. 'The German Government, it points out,
cannot in any way see in an extension of this guarantee obligation
to the Western Powers a factor that might allay internal quarrels in
the said area, but rather an element liable to increase unreasonable
tendencies, as has already been the case."

All that part of Europe henceforward is a preserve of the Reich.
"The German Government, the note adds, is perfectly aware that, all
things considered, the general evolution of that part of Europe falls
primarily into the sphere of the Reich's most vital interests, and that
not only from the historical point of view, but also from the geo-
graphical and, above all, the economic angle."

Translated into clear language, this phrase means that the Western
Powers have no longer any right to interest themselves in Central
European affairs.

This general theme is intermingled with perfidious allusions to the
question of Palestine (for the London Government) to "more or less
serious" military guarantees given by her Western friends to Czecho-
slovakia (for Paris), and chiefly with thinly veiled threats against the
elements which, in Czechoslovakia, might continue even to-day to
oppose German domination.

At first sight this document is therefore anything but reassuring as
to the immediate intentions of Hitler's policy towards Czechoslovakia.

COULONDRE.

TRANSLATION of a note from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the

French Embassy in Berlin

Berlin, February 28,  1939.

IN its note verbale No. 78 of February 8, 1939, the French
Embassy raised the question of a guarantee for the Czechoslovak
State, a question dealt with in the annex to the Munich Agreement of
September 29, 1938. Referring to the conversation which took place
on this matter in Rome between the Head of the Italian Government
and the British Prime Minister, the Embassy expressed the desire of
its Government to know the attitude of the German Government in
this matter. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the honour to reply
to the Ambassador as follows:

In the course of the conversations which took place during
the Munich conference, the German Government, in answer to the
suggestions made to them, made it clear that they could not consider
granting a guarantee to the Czechoslovak State, unless the other neigh-
bours of that State showed themselves equally disposed to enter into a
similar engagement. Even though the possibilities of a conflict
between Czechoslovakia enjoying a guarantee and the German Reich
are reduced to the minimum for the future, the same cannot be said
of the differences which might arise between Czechoslovakia and her
other neighbours. The participation of Great Britain and France in
such an engagement to guarantee Czechoslovakia appears, in the